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either not mentioning at all, or at least but curso-
rily touching on, the sufferings and love of their
Redeemer; and are little apt to kindle at their
Saviour's name, or, like the apostles, to be betrayed
by their fervour into what may be almost an untimely
descant on the riches of his unutterable mercy. In
addressing others also whom they conceive to be
living in habits of sin, and under the wrath of God,
they rather advise them to amend their ways as a
preparation for their coming to Christ, than exhort
them to throw themselves with deep prostration of
soul at the foot of the cross, there to obtain pardon,
and find grace to help in time of need.
The great importance of the subject in question
will justify the writer in having been thus particular.
It has arisen from a wish that, on a matter of such
magnitude, it should be impossible to mistake his
meaning. But after all that has been said, let ifc
also be remembered, that except so far as the in-
struction of others is concerned, the point of import-
ance is the internal disposition of the mind; and
it is to be hoped, that a dependence for pardon and
holiness may be placed where it ought to be, not-
withstanding the vague manner in which men express
themselves. Let us also hope, that He who searches
the heart, sees the right dispositions in many who
use the mistaken and dangerous language to which
we have objected.
If the preceding statement of the error so gene-
rally prevalent concerning the nature of the Gospel
offer be in any considerable degree just, it will then
explain that languor in the affections towards our
blessed Saviour, together with that inadequate im-
pression of the necessity and value of the assistance
of the Divine Spirit, which so generally prevail.
According to the soundest principles of reasoning, it
may be also adduced as an additional proof of the

